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Jefferson a long time ago when he said
‘‘I like the dreams of the future better
than the history of the past.’’ The
dreams for the future for our children
are a great education and not leaving
children behind. Too many of these
children are being left behind.

We need local control of our schools.
We need more public school choice and
more charter schools. We need more
new and innovative ways to bring
teachers into the profession and give
them the resources to have great
schools.

Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman
from Indiana (Mr. ROEMER) for his com-
ments, his very, I think, observant
comments. I believe that much of what
he brings to our attention is worthy of
our attention. There is so much that
we can do here and so much for which
we have responsibility.

There is this other body, the other
body we all know, we all have concerns
and complaints about how it operates,
or sometimes it apparently does not,
but the fact is that is where most of
this legislation resides. We can take, I
think, pride in what we have done here.
There is only so much we can do until
the other body makes their decisions
and moves along.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr.
Speaker, I yield 71⁄2 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from the District of Colum-
bia (Ms. NORTON).

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentlewoman from New York (Mrs.
MCCARTHY) for yielding me this time. I
especially want to thank her for her
consistent and dedicated leadership on
gun safety; leadership that has not fal-
tered, as I am sad to say this Congress
has.

I want to congratulate the gentleman
from Colorado (Mr. TANCREDO), who
knows firsthand what gun violence can
mean to a State and to a jurisdiction,
for the bipartisan leadership he has
given on the bill that is before us
today.

It is a useful bill. It is useful if noth-
ing more as an advertisement for dis-
tricts to know that this money exists.
It is useful as a reminder to the De-
partment of Education, if the Sec-
retary has not already done it, to send
out notices that these funds are avail-
able. It is useful to help prevent fur-
ther gun violence.

But if I may say so, if we are truly
serious about preventing gun violence,
we will look at more than threats for
gun violence. There would be fewer
threats if there were fewer guns.

The gentleman from Colorado (Mr.
TANCREDO) mentioned the kind of emo-
tion that he knew his bill would call
forth on the floor. Well, particularly
for those of us from high gun violence
jurisdictions, what kind of Members
would we be this late in the session if
we had no passion for this issue?

I can tell my colleagues this, the rep-
resentatives of the Million Moms came

to see me recently. Last week they
went to the press in desperation. The
mothers who appeared with pictures of
their dead children. Yes, we are angry,
Mr. Speaker. They were angry, many of
them, to the point of tears. School was
opening throughout the region and
throughout the country. They could
not believe that the 106th Congress had
made no progress on gun safety since
the Columbine youth massacre more
than a year ago. They were incred-
ulous, and they mean for us to be in-
credulous.

They were dismayed that the leader-
ship could be sitting on gun safety leg-
islation as their children were about to
go back to school. They could not be-
lieve that we would consider going
home without taking this bill out of
conference and passing it now. That is
what they wanted me to come to the
floor to say this afternoon. I would be
here in a 5-minute speech if not for this
legislation.

My colleagues are going to hear, not
only from me and the gentlewoman
from New York (Mrs. MCCARTHY), they
are going to hear from many of us until
this bill is passed and especially during
this session.

The moms cannot believe that, after
families pulled off the largest gun safe-
ty demonstration in American history,
this House, this Senate has not yet
heard them. I can tell my colleagues
this, they have not gone away. They
have not only not gone away, look in
the districts of my colleagues. They
are in their district now organizing.

They are making gun safety a potent
election issue, which it did not have to
be, because there is bipartisan support
for the minimum gun safety legislation
that is locked up in a self-imposed
moratorium in conference committee
as I speak.

I can tell my colleagues one thing. It
is dangerous to treat moms like chil-
dren with short attention spans. They
are in for the long haul. They are not
going to forget. They did not forget
when they came, and they are not
going to forget in November.

As Congress came back, the families
felt no safer, even though it was re-
ported during that very week that
crime was down 10 percent in the coun-
try over last year. We hear one hand
clapping. I do not hear the moms clap-
ping. We are down 34 percent since 1993.
Do my colleagues know why they do
not hear them clapping is because they
do not feel any safer.

Now, I do not know if passing the gun
legislation locked up by the majority
will make them be any safer, I know
they will feel safer. It is the shadow of
Columbine, I will say to the gentleman
from Colorado (Mr. TANCREDO), that is
hanging over the heads of parents and
children in every State of the Union, in
the District of Columbia, and the insu-
lar areas.

Imagine waking up just before Con-
gress reconvenes and reading in the
Washington Post that the FBI was pre-
paring a guidebook on how to detect

children who might go on a shooting
spree.
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I want to know how to detect the
guns and get the guns out of the hands
of children who might be inclined to go
on a shooting spree.

Congress better watch out, we are
way behind the moms. We are still at
the level of high-capacity ammunition,
safety locks on guns, and the gun show
loophole. They have sailed ahead to li-
censing and registration one gun a
month. But if we were to do just what
is before us now, I think they would
feel that they and we had accomplished
much.

I know this much: they have got long
memories and their memories are not
sustained by the statistics that show
about 80,000 children killed in gun vio-
lence since 1979. They are not sustained
by the statistics from the District of
Columbia that show that there were 700
children killed by gun violence in my
district.

Do my colleagues know why I am
emotional? Seven hundred children in
this city of half a million.

I know some of my colleagues will
say, Yeah, you have got legislation
that bans guns, Eleanor, so what good
is it? I will tell them what good it is.
Not one of those guns came from the
District of Columbia. Every one of
them was brought in from jurisdictions
that allow guns to be sold with loop-
holes and without safety locks.

This is one country. This is all of our
country. Guns travel across borders the
same way that children do. And until
there is a national gun law, there is no
gun law and there is no safety for any
child anywhere in America.

We do not measure them by statis-
tics. We measure them by the way I do,
by Harris ‘‘Pappy’’ Bates, who went on
Easter Monday to the National Zoo, set
up by this body, and got shot in the
head. I am pleased to report that some-
how he has survived.

We measure it by Andre Watts and
Natasha Marsh of Wilson High School,
who were buried in their graduation
gowns.

Many of us stand with Mothers
Across America. I say to my col-
leagues, I come to my colleagues with
their message: we go home without gun
safety legislation at our peril.

Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, it was inevitable, I am
sure, regardless of how many attempts
to try and focus on this particular
piece of legislation, a positive step that
we are taking, it was inevitable that
we would begin to once again hear the
kind of rhetoric just propounded on the
floor of the House. It is inevitable but
disconcerting.

Certainly those of us from my State,
certainly I need no one to remind me
what happened, where it happened, and
how it happened. And I will tell my col-
leagues this also: we can talk forever
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